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1 


The RIGHT HONOURABLE 


JOHN 
Lord Viſcount GLENORCHx, 


Knight of the BaTh, 
AND 
Maſter of the Jewel-Office ; 


This SERMON 


Is moſt humbly dedicated as a 
Debt of Gratitude, 


By the AUTHOR, 


F. 


SERMON I. 


The ſpeculative Atheiſt found wanting. 


Rom. EE "- IF 


For the inviſible things of him from the 
Creation of the World are clearly 
ſeen, being underſtood by the things 


that are made, even his eternal Pow- 


er and Godhead. 
| bs E Exiſtence of a God is imprinted 
on the World in bright and legible 
Characters. (a) He hath made the Earth by 
his Power, he hath eſtabliſhed the World by 
his Wiſdom, and the viſible Traces of both 
theſe glorious Attributes manifeſtly ſhine 
forth in every Part of the beauteous Struc- 
ture, Some infatuated Men however, (5) 
that regard not the Work of the Lord, net- 
ther 


(a) Jer, li. 15. (6) Ifai, v. 12. 
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ther conſider the Operation of his Hands, have 
endeavoured to deface theſe indelible Traces 


of the Deity. And to perſuade us, that the 
Being of a God is not fo clearly ſeen from 
the Creation of the World as our eaſy Cre- 


dulity is apt to believe, it is pretended, that 


an eternal ſucceſſive Duration, the Energy 


of Nature, or the fortuitous Shufflings of 
undeſigning Chance, will account for the 


World's Exiſtence without him. 


Our Faith thus invaded, we ought not to 
fit down filent and inactive, but (c) ſhould | 


earneſtly and vigorouſly contend for it, For 
tho' we are not obliged (4) to anſwer every 


Fool according to his Folly, or to give At- 
tention (e) to ſuch Queſtions, as always end, | 
as they begin, in Raillery and Strife; yet 


when publick Converſation is daily poiſoned 
with infide! Pleas and Pretences, we ſhould 
findy to fſhew ourſeFves approved unto God, 
and not tacitly countenance what we ought 
loudly to oppoſe. In compliance therefore 


with ſo religious a Duty, I ſhall endeavour 


to confute the favourite Pretences, that are 
uſually 


(e) Jude z. (a) Prov. xxvi. 4. (e) 2 Tim. ii. 15. 


ut 


ſu 


— OT, 


| found wanting. 7 
uſually made by the Enemies of our Faith, in 
the Defence and Support of Atheiſm. 


I. And firſt, in defence of the Atheiſtic 
Scheme, it is pretended, that the World 
hath exiſted from Eternity, and therefore tis 
unreaſonable to introduce a God in the Crea- 
tion of it. 


That ſomething indeed hath exiſted from 
Eternity, we do not deny; for if we are 
ſure that any thing exiſts, we are then cer- 
tain that ſomething eternally hath exiſted, 
But then whatever hath thus eternally exiſt- 


ed, hath exiſted only in ſuch a Duration, as 


the Scriptures aſcribe to God; in which (f) 
one Day is as a thouſand Years, and a thou- 
ſand Years as one Day; in which there is 
no Succeſſion, (g nor LVariableneſs, nor 
Shadow and turning; (h) the ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever. 


But the World hath exiſted in a ſucceſ- 
ſive Duration, and therefore commenced in 
Time; for whatever exiſts in Succeſſion, 

could 


- 


(f) 2 Pet. iii, 8. (g) James i. 17. (4) Heb. xiii, 8. 
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could not poſſibly be eternal. A ſucceſſive 


Duration is rightly diſtinguiſhed into paft, 


preſent, and future, and no Succeſſion is 
perfect and complete, unleſs theſe three ne- 
ceſſary Affections may actually be aſſigned } 


to it. Now whether we take in the whole 
Extent of Time, or only that Part of it, 


which is paſt and gone, the three Terms, in 


this inverted Order, cannot properly be aſ- 
ſigned to either. When we take in the 
whole Extent of Time, Futurity is only an 


imaginary Term ; and when we confine our- 
ſelves to that Part, which is abſolutely paſt | 


and gone, only one of the three Terms is 


included; ſo that in both Inſtances the ſup- 


poſed Succeſſion is actually deſtroyed, and 


unleſs a Part be equal to the Whole, we 


then have no Succeſſion at all. But if we 
rectify this Diſorder, and place Futurity firſt, 
as ſuch a Duration ſtrictly requires, the Suc- 


ceſſion of any given Duration will then be 
perfect and complete, and each of the three 


Terms in a regular Flow will be applicable 
to every aſſignable Part of the Duration in 
diſpute, and conſequently the Duration it- 
felf, and the World exiſting in this Dura- 

ration, 


rec 


ble 


ra- 
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tion, hath had a Beginning in Time, and 
could not poſſibly be eternal. 


To this I know it may be objected, that 
we may as well admit of a ſucceſſive Eter- 
nity paſt, as hold a ſucceſſive Eternity till 
to come, 


In Anſwer to this, I would obſerve, that a 
ſucceſſive Duration, with reſpect to paſt 
and future, is widely different; for tho' a 
ſucceſſive Duration backwards, as was proved 
in the preceding Argument, muſt of neceſ- 
fity commence in Time, yet Futurity is 
inexhauſtible. The paſt ſucceſſive Ages we 
can eaſily trace back, and follow the Stream 
of Time till we come to its Fountain Head, 
by reaſon the moſt diſtant Parts of that 
Duration were firſt future, and then preſent, 
before they were actually paſt. But this is 
more than can be ſaid of the ſucceeding 
Ages ſtill to come. So incapable is the 
Whole of Futurity of ever being actually 
preſent, that Imagination itſelf can never 


bring it under the Conſideration of a preſent 


View; for after we have run through num- 
B berleſs 
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berleſs Ages to ſee where Futurity terminates, 
our wearied Mind fits down, as ſhe firſt ſet 
out, with the ſame endleſs Proſpect ſtill be- 


fore her. 


But even ſuppoſing a ſucceſſive Duration 
backwards might poſſibly be eternal, yet 
ſtill the mutable inconſtant Form of our 


terraqueous Globe will furniſh us with a 


deciſive and convincing Proof, that it hath 


not eternally exiſted, We are taught by 
Experience, even as well as by the Apoſtle, | 
that (i) the Faſhion of the World paſſeth a- 
way, Every Lake and Stream of diſcoloured | 


Water evidently ſhews, that the neighbour- 
ing Hills are ever ſubject to Diminution. 


Every Shower of Rain conſtantly produces 
the gradual Decay, and except the Courſe ' 
of Nature alters, theſe Hills will be reduced 


to the ſame common Level with the Plains ; 


for tho' the very ſame Water ſhould often 
repeat its ſhowery Viſits, yet the waſted 


Hills will never regain their former Height; 
the ſevered Earth, tho' incorporated, as it 


were, 


(z) 1 Cor. vii. 31, 
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were, with its watery Vehicle, will natural- 
ly ſubſide and ſink, and too heavy to aſcend 


in Exhalations, the * thereof ſhall know 
it no more, 


And without introducing the additional 
Force of Storms and Tempeſts, ſubterrane- 
ous Streams and Earthquakes, what we! ob- 
ſerve in the neighbouring Hills will hold 
with regard to every Mountain upon the 


Face of the Earth; nay to every thing that 
now ſtandeth in a Poſition above the low 


Surface of the Sea; for Iſlands and Conti- 
nents, as may be demonſtrated from the De- 
ſcent of Rivers, are only Mountains of a 
larger Size, and conſequently are, and will 
be ſubject to the ſame Change, as long as 
the leaſt Unevenneſs or Declivity remaineth, 
So that, according to the fixed Courſe of 
Nature, the World in proceſs of time will 
be nearly if not quite reduced to a perfect 
Sphere, and, unleſs prevented by an earlier 
Diſſolution, the Waters of a ſecond Yonge 
will again deſtroy the Earth, 


B 2 Now 
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Now if we ſhift the Scene, and ſuppoſe 
as many Ages already paſt and gone, as are 
ſufficient to accompliſh this mighty Change, 
then even in a literal Senſe ( every high 
Mountain and Bank of long Continuance would 
be waſhed down, every Valley and even the 
deep Channels of the Sea filled up, and all 
Fleſh immerſed in the ſame boundleſs Ocean, 
Time itſelf, without the Aſſiſtance of Eter- 
nity, would have drawn a dark Veil over 
the beauteous Face of Nature, and ſhared the 
watery World amongſt the Natives of the 
Deep. 


The preſent Face of Things indeed is a 
clear Indication, that almoſt an Infinity of 
Ages would be exhauſted, before the World 
could be deſtroyed in a natural Way by 
Water ; but if the Diſtance of this imagi- 
nary Period be ſo great, and the Alteration, 
which the World hath undergone, be ſo lit- 
tle, we may reaſonably conclude, that it hath 
not eternally exiſted, but commenced in 
Time ; nay, 'tis a ſtrong Preſumption, that 
; it 


ci) Iſai. xl. 4. 


found wanting. | 13 


it commenced at that very Time, (/) when 
the Waters under the Heaven were gathered 
together unto one Place, and the dry Land, 
contrary to its ſpecific Gravity, appeared at 
the almighty Fiat of God the Author. 


IT. But ſecondly the Atheiſt in ſupport of 
his Scheme may argue, that tho' the World 
hath not exiſted from Eternity, yet ſtill the 
Formation of it may very juſtly be aſſigned 


to Nature, 


To this I anſwer, that it is very unrea- 
ſonable to aſſign the Formation of the World 
to Nature, becauſe Nature was never con- 
cerned in the Formation of any Thing elſe. 
Among that vaſt Variety of Beings that in- 
habit the viſible Creation, there 1s not a Plant 
or Inſect, but what hath previouſly exiſted in 
its parent Seed, antecedent to any Law or 
Energy of Nature about it. Without a pre- 
exiſtent Seed, Nature would either produce 
Nothing at all, or every Production would in 
every Part be exactly alike. The ſame Laws 

always 


U) Gen. i. 9. 
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always acting upon the ſame Maſs of Mat- 
ter, would always produce the ſame Effect 
without Exception. In this parent Seed the 
little Embryo of the future Plant or Animal 
is ſo minutely folded up, that it often eſcapes 
the penetrating Eye of the Curious and In- 


quifitive, But that there is ſuch a little 
Embryo in the parent Seeds, perfectly com- 


plete as to its Form, and exiſting previous to 


its Production, is evident and beyond Diſpute. 


Tis this that gives every Thing its particu- 


lar Features, and conſtitutes it what it is; that 
gives it its proper Shape and Size, and pre- 
ſcribes it thoſe Bounds which it cannot pals, 
Whereas without an Embryo nothing would 


be fixed or certain, the Ovarium of a Plant 


might then produce an Inſect, and that of 
an Inſet might like wiſe generate a Horſe, 
and the Growth and Increaſe of all Things 
would only terminate with their Exiſtence, 
Nature therefore is not the Parent, or effici- 
ent Cauſe, that forms the Thing, ſhe only 


acts as a careful Nurſe, after it is formed, 


by conſtantly furniſhing and feeding it with 
alimentary Juices. 


| But 
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But even ſuppoſing that Nature was the 
Parent or efficient Cauſe of all other Things, 
yet {till to afſign the Formation of the World 
to Nature will be a very unreaſonable Way 
of arguing. For if the Formation of the 
World was owing to a natural Cauſe, the 
Diſpoſition of its Parts would have been 
fixed according to the Laws of Nature, and 
every Thing placed in the moſt exact Propor- 


tion to its ſpecific Gravity. In the wonder- . 


ful Proceſs of this imaginary Production, the 
heavieſt Bodies would naturally gravitate to 
the Center, whilſt the lighter would have 
remained more remote, and each in a riſing 
Gradation filled its proper Place, according 
to the Quantity of Matter which it contained. 
But contrary to this natural Order of Things 
(m) the beavier Earth ſtands out of the lighter 
Water, and the Diſpoſition of its different 
Strata, that lie within the Reach of human 
Knowledge, exhibits to us a wonderful Va- 
riety of Phznomena, plainly repugnant to the 
known Laws of Gravitation; and therefore 

Nature 


(n) 2 Pet. iu. 5. 
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Nature was entirely unconcerned in the For- 


mation of this unnatural Syſtem. 


Again, if the Formation of the World | 
was the Effect of Nature, its Form and Sy- 
ſtem would have been no more ſubject to 
Change, than thoſe unalterable Laws, by 


which it was made; all Things would have 


ſtill continued as they were, from the Be- 
ginning of this ſuppoſed Formation. But it 
- 1s evident, from what we have already ob- 
ſerved, that the Faſhion of the World natu- 
rally paſſeth away. So that, by aſſigning the 
Formation of the World to Nature, the A- 
theiſt muſt very inconſiſtently maintain, that 
that was originated naturally, which the Laws 


of Nature have always been deſtroying. The 
Formation of the World therefore was not 
owing to the Energy of Nature, but to an 
infinitely ſuperior Power. 


III. But, thirdly, perhaps it will be faid, 


that if the Syſtem of the World be ſo re- 


pugnant to the eſtabliſhed Laws of Na- 


ture, then in all probability it was made by 
Chance, 


To 
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To this I anſwer, that the World could 
not be thus fortuitouſly formed, by reaſon 
the viſible Traces of Wiſdom and Deſign, 
which are never found in the Productions 
of Chance, are ſo conſpicuous both in the 


Globe itſelf, and alſo in its Appendages. And 


firſt, 


a With reſpect to the Globe itſelf, the 
Sphericity of its Figure evidently ſhews it 


to be the Effect of Wiſdom and Deſign ; no 


other Figure would have been ſo well ad- 
© juſted to the State of the World's circumam- 


bient Atmoſphere, or ſo commodious for the 


J uſeful Diſtribution of its Waters. But if the 
World had been formed by Chance, it then 


might have happened otherwiſe. Now ſup- 
poſing the World had been a Cube or a Po- 
lygon, what prodigious Tracts of Land would 
have been made in vain! For as the Denſity 
and proper Temperament of the Atmoſphere 
gradually decreaſe with its Height, ſc the 
elevated Angles of the World would be part- 
ly unfit for Reſpiration, and partly covered 
C with 
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with perpetual Snow, and everlaſting Rocks 
of Ice. The Sides, or loweſt Parts, alſo would 
be overwhelmed with a mighty Confluence 
of Waters, and the intermediate Spaces not 
watered, as the World is now, with fertile 
Streams, and overflowing Rivers, nor hardly 
with the Dew of Heaven. Rivers indeed 
there might be without diſpute, or rather ſo 
many headlong Torrents, which, from the 


great Declivity of their Paſſage, would be fo 
rapid, and conſequently their Channels fo 


deep, that they would run for ever unſeen as. 


well as unſerviceable. 


So likewiſe that the World was the Effect 
of unerring Wiſdom and Deſign, is apparent 
from its annual and diurnal Motions. To 
theſe conſtant Rotations we are indebted for 


the comfortable and commodious Viciſſitude 
of Summer and Winter, Heat and Cold, for 
the enlivening Approach of Day, and the ſo- 
porific Influence of Night. But if the World 


had been made by Chance, it then might 


have been fixed abſolutely at Reſt, without an 
Motion at all. And ſuppoſing it had, we the 


ſhoulc 
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ſhould never have taſted theſe healthful and 
pleaſing Viciſſitudes in any Part of the World 
whatever; for one Hemiſphere would for 
ever have been illuminated and burnt up 
with a perpetual Day of Sunſhine, whilſt the 
other would have been blackened with eter- 
nal Night, and for ever glazed and congeal- 
ed with icy Winter. But ſecondly, 


The fame viſible Traces of infinite Wiſ- 
dom and Deſign are no leſs conſpicuous in 


the World's Appendages. 


With reſpect to that uſeful Appendage, 
Light, from what an inexhauſtible Fountain 
does it ſwiftly flow, and what a Variety of 
entertaining Wonders does it exhibit to us ! 
Tis this that makes things viſible, that paints 
them with a lovely Variety of Colours, and 
entertains us with all the Beauties of the 
Creation. But if the World had been made 
by Chance, it then might have ſtood ſingle 
in the mighty Void, without that illuſtrious 
Globe the Sun, or without one glimmering 
Ray of Light ; and thus originated in a ray- 


C 2 leſs 
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leis State, our very Eyes would have been 
but a uſeleſs Ornament, and all the Beauties 
of the Creation for ever buried in eternal 
Night. 


So likewiſe the Atmoſphere is a clear In- 
dication of the ſame wonderful and unerring 


Wiſdom. But if the World had been made 
by Chance, it might then have been made, 
as ſome Men thought the Moon was, before 
the laſt total Eclipſe of the Sun, without an 
Atmoſphere. Now without an Atmoſphere 
we ſhould almoſt be without every thing elſe. 
'Tis this neceſſary Appendage that ſupports 


the Vapours till condenſed into Showers of 
Rain, and that gently fifts them upon the 


Surface of the thirſty Earth. And ſuch an 


Inſtrument is the Atmoſphere in Vegetation, 


that without it all Vegetables would for ever 


remain in their original Stamina ; for Expe- 
rience tells us, that a conſiderable Part of e- 


very Vegetable is nothing more than con- 


denſed Air, which in its Diffolution regains 
its former Elaſticity, and is converted into 
Air again, Without an Atmoſphere likewiſe 

we 
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we ſhould entirely loſe the Senſe of Hearing, 
ſhould be deprived of the Harmony of Mu- 
ſick, and the Sweets of Converſation. In 
ſhort, we ſhould loſe even Life itſelf, for all 
the living World would immediately expire 
and die. So that without ſurveying the won- 
derful Appendage of the World's Inhabitants, 
the beautiful Subordination in which they 
exiſt, and the mutual Dependency which 
they have upon each other, we may juſtly 
conclude, that it was not the random Opera- 
tion of undeſigning Chance, but the Super- 
fortuitous Handy-work of infinite and uner- 
ring Wiſdom. 


Thus upon a fair Examination it appears, 
that the World hath not exiſted from E- 
ternity, from Nature, or from Chance ; and 


I therefore, unleſs the Atheiſt can aſſign ſome 


other Cauſe of its Exiſtence, let him re- 
linquiſh his own credulous and inconſiſtent 
Scheme, and embrace a rational and well- 


grounded Way of Thinking, 


Inſtead 
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Inſtead of diſputing the Reaſons of our 
Faith, and maintaining the idle Notion of an 
eternal World, let them believe and confeſs 
(n) that it was made by God, that it was o- 
riginated in Time by the creative Will of 
that Being, whoſe neceſſary Exiſtence is 
without Beginning, and whoſe boundleſs 
Duration is unlimited and without End, 


Inſtead of aſſigning the Formation of the 
World to a ſecond Cauſe, and making a God 
of Nature, let him have that almighty Being 
for his God, who not only is the great Author 
of the World, but the Author of Nature too, 
(o) who ftretcheth out the North over the emp- 
ty Place, and hangeth the Earth upon No- 
thing. 


Inſtead of deifying Chance, and introdu- 
cing a Non-Entity in the Formation of the 


World, let him (y) turn from theſe Vanities 


unto the living God who made it: For the 
<« inviſible Things of him from the Creation of 
| cc the 
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SERMON II. 
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So that they are without Excuſe : Be- 
cauſe that when they knew God, they 
glorified him not as God. 


\ HENEVER we reflect upon the 

great Creator of the World, and 
ſeriouſly conſider the infinite Diſparity, that 
ſubſiſts between him and his Creatures, our 
Minds are filled with ſuch awful Ideas of 
his tranſcendent Majeſty, and ſuch humble 
Thoughts of our own Imperfections, that 
we cannot but adore and glorify the very 
Name of that God, whoſe Power is fo much 


ſuperior to our own. 
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The ancient Hebrews were ſo afraid of in- 


curring the Diſpleaſure of this almighty Be- 
ing, and paid ſo great a Deference to his ſa- 
cred Name nw, that they thought it a Pro- 
phanation even to pronounce it, The Jews 
afterwards, out of the ſame religious Reve- 
rence, prohibited the Uſe of the unutterable 
Name of the Deity among the common Peo- 
ple upon pain of Death. Even their High 
Prieſts pronounced it, but once a Year, and 
in the Temple of Jeruſalem only, when they 
bleſſed the People on the great Day of Ex- 
piation. And tho' under the Goſpel Dil- 
penſation we are allowed a nearer Acceſs to the 
Throne of Grace, yet ſtill in our Addreſſes 
to Heaven we muſt (a) give unto the Lord the 
Glory due unto his Name, For it © when we 
* know God, we glorify him not as God,” we 
are guilty of a Crime, that admits of no Ex- 
cuſe. Leſt therefore the Orthodox in Faith, 
ſhould be Atheiſts in Practice; leſt they that 
believe that there is a God, ſhould (5) Hold 


. 
FHs 


(a) Pf. xxix. 2. (6) Rom. 1. 18. 


* 
J 
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the Truth in Unrightecuſneſs, or live as if there 


was none, I ſhall. 


I. Firſt ſhew when we glorify God as God, 
and when we come under the Cenſure of the 


Text by doing otherwiſe. And 


II. Secondly the Advantages that attend 
the Diſcharge of this Part of our Duty, and 
the Diſorder, Sin and Puniſhment, that await 
the contrary Practice. ” 


I. And firſt I am to ſhew when we glo- 
rify God as God, and when we come under 
the Cenſure of the Text by doing otherwiſe. 


Now we glorify God as God, (c by ba- 
ving no other Gods but him; but deſervedly 
come under the Cenſure of the Text by em- 
bracing the Belief of more. Horace, re- 


flecting upon the Parent or firſt Cauſe of all 
Things, and his regular Government of the 


natural and moral World, very juſtly con- 
cludes -=— 


Unde nil majus generatur tþſs ; 
Nec viget quicquam ſimile aut ſecundum. (d) 


(e) Exod. xx. z. (A) Ode to 1 ff as. 
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That, as the Creation of things implies a 
Superiority over them, the great Author of 
all other Beings can have no Superior ; that, 
as Order and Regularity admit of but one 
chief Agent, the wiſe Governor of the World 
can have no Equal; and that, as next to in- 
ſinite is impoſſible, a Being of infinite Perfec- 
tion can have no Second. And if an Heathen, 
who had only the Light of Reaſon to guide 
him, could frame ſuch Conceptions of the U- 
nity of the Deity, a Polytheiſt in a Chriſtian 
Country, who has the Light of a divine Re- 
velation to conduct him, muſt certainly be 
without Excuſe. 


Again we glorify God as God by worſhip- 
ping him (e) in Spirit and in Truth; but are 
ſure to come under the Cenſure of the Text, 
by the Sin of Idolatry. God is a Being of 
infinite Perfection, and no Similitude can be 
made of him but what falſifies his eternal 


Truth. Y By changing therefore the Glory 
ibis incorruptible Being into an Image, (g) 


we change his Truth into a Lye. And by 
bowing down to the lying Idol, or by wor- 
ſhipping the true God by ſo falſe and deba- 

8 ſing 


© John iv. 24, (J) Rom. i. 23. (g) Rom. i. 25. 
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ſing a Repreſentation, we glorify him not as 
God, but in both Inſtances are guilty of 


Idolatry, and pay divine Honours to the (5) 
Devil. 


But as it is not my Deſign to expatiate on 
the Sins of Polytheiſm and Idolatry, I now 
proceed to what I had firſt in view, and ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew, that we glorify God as 
God (i) by giving him the Glory due unto his 
Name, and that we are liable to the Cenſure 
of the Text, as well as pronounced guilty 
in the third Commandment; (&) by taking his 
Name in vain, But leſt this Expreſſion in 
the Decalogue ſhould be miſtaken by the II- 
literate and Unlearned, or miſrepreſented by 
thoſe that lie in wait to deceive, the in- 
ſpired Legiſlator thus explains the Meaning 
of it: (J) Ye ſhall not ſwear by my Name falſe- 
ly, neither ſhalt thou prophane the Name of 
thy God: I am the Lord, Now where any 
particular Vice is forbidden, the oppoſite Vir- 
tue is enjoined. And therefore, as this Pre- 
cept prohibits the Practice of Perjury and 
Prophaneneſs, 
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Prophaneneſs, it follows, that if (-) we ſwear, 
the Lord liveth, in Truth, in Judgment, and 
in Righteouſneſs, we glorify God as God, 
and give unto him the Honour due unto his 
Name. Whereas if we ſwear falſely or pro- 
phanely, we glorify him not as God, and 
take his Name in vain. 


Some however have fondly imagined, that 
all manner of Oaths are vain, and equally 
prohibited without Diſtinction. But who- 
ever conſiders either the Nature of an Oath, 


that it is a ſolemn Acknowledgment of God's 


Omniſcience, and when taken with Reve- 


rence and godly Fear a Part of that Worſhip, 


which is acceptable in his Sight; or but ſe- 
riouſly reflects upon the many Authorities, 
which we have in Scripture for the Legality 
of ſo neceſſary a Practice, would know bet- 
ter, one would think, than be ſeen in the De- 
fence of ſo idle an Opinion. 


Our Saviour indeed in Saint Matthew ex- 
preſſly ſays, (2) Swear not at all. And Saint 
James ſays, (o) Above all things, my Brethren, 

ſwear 


() Jer. iv. 2. (2) Matt. v. 34. (o) James v. 12. 


to 
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ſwear not. But whoever reads the Scripture 
without Prejudice, muſt allow, that the Act 
of Swearing 1s lawful notwithſtanding ; for in 
theſe Places we are only prohibited the Uſe 
of Oaths in our Communication or common 
Diſcourſe. We therefore may juſtly confeſs 
with our Church in her thirty-ninth Article 
De Jure Jurando, © that as vain and raſh 
« Swearing is forbidden Chriſtian Men by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and James his A- 
<« poſtle; ſo we judge that the Chriſtian Re- 


0 


* 


« ligion doth not prohibit, but that a Man 


© may ſwear when the Magiſtrate requireth, 
« in a Cauſe of Faith and Charity, fo it be 
ce done according to the Prophets teaching, 
cc in Juſtice, Judgment, and Truth.” 


But whenever in our Addreſſes to God 
we deviate from theſe Conditions, when our 
Oaths are not made in Truth, in Judgment, 
and in Righteouſneſs, we are guilty of a Crime 
that admits of no Excuſe. Either Perjury or 
Prophaneneſs will unavoidably be the Con- 
ſequence, 


Firſt we are to ſwear i Truth, That is, 


to ſpeak the whole Truth, and Nothing but 
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the Truth, and promiſe Nothing which we 
have no Power or Intention punctually to 
perform. For if in an Aﬀertory Oath we 
diſguiſe or conceal the Truth, or if in a 
Promiffory Oath unhappily fail in the Per- 
formance, we are then moſt aſſuredly guilty 
of the odious and deteſtable Sin of Perjury. 


Secondly we are to ſwear in fſudgment : 
That is, to be competent Judges, and per- 
fectly underſtand the Nature of what we 
ſwear. For tho' we ſhould ſwear in Truth, 
yet if we are not certainly aſſured that we 
do ſo, tho' we may chance to perform our 
Promiſe, yet if. we do not previouſly conſi- 
der and reſolve upon the ſame, we ſwear to 
an Uncertainty, and conſequently are with- 


out Excuſe, and as much guilty of Perjury 
as before, 


Thirdly, we are to ſwear in Righteouſneſs : 
That is, to ſwear only what is right and law- 
ful, and when Neceflity or the Magiſtrate 
requireth, For tho' we ſhould ſwear in 
Truth, and in Judgment, yet if our Oath be 
unjuſt either in itſelf, or in its Conſequences ; 


or 
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er if we {wear in common Converſation, 
when there, is no Neceſſity for the Uſe of an 
Oath, we nevertheleſs are inexcuſable, and, 
inſtcad of giving unto the Lord the Honour 
due unto his Name, are guilty of Prophane- 
neſs, and take his Name in vain. 


And beſides theſe Conditions required in 
a lawful Oath, we are to ſwear the Lord liveth: 
That is, by the glorious Name of the living 
God. For if we ſwear by Heaven, or by 
the Earth, or by any other created Being, 
we rob God of his Glory, and our very Oath, 
tho' taken in Truth, in Judgment, and in 
Righteouſneſs, is an Act of Idolatry. By ap- 
pealing to them who by nature are no Gods, 
« we change the Truth of God into a Lye, 
and worthip and ſerve the Creature more 
ce than the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. 
% Amen,” 


Thus when we ſwear, the Lord liveth, in 
Truth, in Judgment, and in Righteouſneſs, 
we give unto him the Glory due unto his 
Name; but when we ſwear falſely or pro- 
phanelv, either by God or his Creatures, 


E 2 We 
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we glorify him not as God, imprecate his 
almighty Vengeance, and take his Name in 
Vain. 


II. I procced therefore ſecondly to conſi- 
der the great Advantages that ariſe from the 
Uſe of a /awful Oath, and the Diſorder, Sin 
and Puniſhment, that await the contrary 
Practice of Peryury and Prophaneneſs. 


And the firit Advantage that arifeth from 
the Uſe of a lawful Oath is, that it ſerves to 
keep up the Notion of a God in the World. 
() He that cometh to God, muſt believe that 
be is. He that appealeth to God for the 
Truth of what he atlirms, muſt believe that 
there is ſuch a Being, muſt believe that his 
eternal Rectitude (q) requireth Truth in the 
inward Parts, that his divine Omniſcience 
(r) undes ſtandeth his Thoughts afar off, and 
that his impartial Juſtice will reward or pu- 
niſh him according to the Truth or Falſe- 
hood, the Equity or Injuſtice, the Neceflity 
or Prophaneneſs of his Depoſition. 


A ſecond 


% Hed. ix. E. (a) Pf. li. 6. (r) Pf. cxxxix. 2. 
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A ſecond Advantage that ariſeth from the 
Uſe of a lawful Oath is, that it ſerves for the 
Support of civil Socicty. Without Socicty 
we ſhould be in a Condition but little better 
than the very Beaſts of the Field, and with- 
out the Uſe of Oaths civil Society would be 
utterly ſubverted. Now in every Society there 
muſt be a Subordination of Offices, upon the 
due Execution of which the Happineſs and 
Harmony, and cven the very Being of any 
Community, ſtrictly ſpeaking, does depend. 
But theſe Offices would be lamely executed, 
if the future Conduct of Men in Power was 
not previouſly inſured by the Sanction of an 
Oath. And if every one was left at Liberty 
to act as he pleaſed, when his own private 
Intereſt claſhed and interfered with publick 
Good, Self-Love would be too apt to biaſs 
him in favour of himſelf, and ſo civil So- 
ciety would be reduced to a natural State of 
Liberty, and Mankind, inſtead of mutually 
protecting, would be always ready to devour 
one another. 


A third Advantage that ariſeth from the 


Uſe of a lawful Oath je, that it ſerves for a 
Protection 
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Protection in private Life, to prevent Injuries 
or to diſcover them, to terminate Controver- 
ſies, and put an End to Strife. When an 
Attempt is made upon a Man's Perſon, Re- 
putation or Property, the villainous Invader 
indeed may drop his Intention, or by a Con- 
feſſion of the Fact may make room for E- 
quity and Juſtice to take place. But when 
(/) an Oath of Confirmation is wanting ſuch. 
Inſtances ſcarce ever happen, the Prevention 
or Diſcovery of Injuries is not to be expected, 
and every thing that is valuable and dear to 
us is in Danger. 


But nothing like this can be ſaid in excuſe 
of the atheiſtical, diſorderly, execrable Practice 
of Perjury. If the perjured Man believes that 
there is a God, yet, to make his Faith conſiſ- 
tent with his Practice, he muſt believe that 
his God is ſuch a Being as the Prophets of 
Baal worſhipped; (?) that either he is talking, 
or be is purſuing, or be is in a Journey, or 
peradventure he ſlzepeth, and therefore if he 
be not awaked he will not regard or bear him. 
But this is believing a God without divine 
7 Attributes, 


- 


JJ Heb. vi. 16. (% 1 Kings xviii. 27. 
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Attributes, and he that embraces ſuch an in- 


conſiſtent Faith, is as much an Atheiſt in his 
Heart, as he that believeth no God at all. 


And what Advantage can ariſe to Men in 
Society from ſuch a perjured Wretch as this, 
who ſolemnly promiſes one thing, and as 


lightly does another, ſwears and forſwears as 


it ſuits beſt with his own preſent Intereſt, 
turns the Happineſs and Harmony of Society 
into Miſery and Confuſion, and wickedly in- 
troduces thoſe very Diſorders, which the Uſe 
of Oaths was deſigned to redreſs ? 


And in relation to private Life, the Prac- 
tice of Perjury is productive of the greateſt 
Miſchiefs imaginable, it ſerves for a Protecti- 
on and Concealment to Vice and Villainy, 
diſcovers imaginary Evils that were never done, 
and prevents the Detection of thoſe that are 
real; inſtead of adjuſting Diſputes, it ſerves 
to imbroil them, and inſtead of terminating 
it often genders Strife. In a word, this exe- 
crable Abuſe of Oaths ſubſtitutes the Guilty 
in the Place of the Innocent, and the Innocent 
in the Place of the Guilty, quite confounds 
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the eſſential Difference of Right and Wrong, 
and reverſes the very Nature of Good and 


Evil. 


The Sin of Prophaneneſs comes likewiſe 
under the Apoſtle's Cenſure, and is no more 
excuſable than that of Perjury. However to 
make this Vice as inoffenſive, as it is faſhion- 
able, the prophane Swearer pretends, that he 
is under an Obligation to ſwear in his ordi- 
nary Converſation ; for was he to lay aſide a 
Practice ſo neceſſary for the Support of his 
Credit, nobody would ever believe what he 
ſaid, Now this Pretence is a fair Confeſſion 
that he has the Character of a very notorious 
Lyar. But Experience will inform him, that 
a Man of this Stamp is ſeldom if ever be- 


lieved, even when he ſpeaks the Truth, 


Admitting however that ſome few may be 


induced\to believe him for his Oath's Sake, 


yet ſtill his prophane Conduct is without 


Excuſe, for the Habit of one Sin can never 
juſtify the frequent Commiſſion of another. 


And he that is habituated to the Practice 
of prophane Curſing, by way of Excuſe will 
pretend, 


09 tf 
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pretend, that tho' he ſometimes curſes in his 
common Diſcourſe, yet in reality he is ſo 
far from meaning Evil, that he means no- 
thing at all ; and therefore it is unreaſonable 
to prohibit the Uſe of a Converſation ſo harm- 
leſs and inoffenſive, as mere Words without 
a Meaning. To- this I anſwer, that every 
Word has ſome Meaning, and an Idea will 
be conveyed to the Perſon ſpoken to, tho' 
perhaps, at the ſame time, the Perſon ſpeak- 
ing means nothing at all. Beſides, to ſpeak 
without a Meaning quite ſubverts the very 
End of Language, and when thoſe particular 
Words are thus needleſſly made uſe of, which 
by general Conſent ſignify God, ſuch a re- 
gardleſs Conduct is moſt inexcuſable. 


But leſt what has been ſaid ſhould not be 
ſufficient to reformthe Perjured and Prophane, 
I ſhall now briefly conſider the Puniſhment 
that juſtly awaits them both here and hereafter. 
The Legiſlature, obſerving how precarious 
and uncertain every thing that is dear to us 
might be made by the frequent Commiſſion 
of Perjury, hath endeavoured by ſeveral Me- 
thods to ſuppreſs it; and when milder Means 


F could 
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could not put a Stop to this deteſtable Sin, 
it was very juſtly in ſome Cafes made Felony. 
And with a View more effectually to prevent 
prophane Curſing and Swearing, the Offender 
by a late Act is liable to a Forfeiture for e- 
very Offence, and, in default of Payment, 
to be committed to the Houſe of Correction. 
But notwithſtanding theſe good Laws ; the 
Offender too often eſcapes the juſt Demerits 
of his Offences. The Sin of Perjury is often 
too concealed to come under the Notice of 
human Laws, and that of Prophaneneſs, tho' 
oiten repeated, as often comes off with Im- 
punity. But tho' theſe Sins ſhould always 
go unpuniſhed here, they will not go un- 
punithed hereafter, Tho' all the World 
ſhould partially acquit us of theſe Crimes, or 
connive at the Commiſſion of them; yet 
ſtill (2) we mu? appear before the impartial 
Judgment Seat of Chriſt, where when he 
that has always given unto the Lord the Glos 
due unto his Name ſhall receive his Reward 
with Joy, the Perjured and Prophane ſhall 


expect his with Fearfulneſs and Confufion ; 


and 
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and to complete all, the irrevocable Senten 
of Guilti i ſhall be pronounced againſ} b. 
by tha: God, whoſe Glory he has debaſc:'. 


and wi:oſe adorable and tremendous Name | 


has ſo often and ſo impiouſly taken in vais. 
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